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St. Louis Mental Health Board (MHB)
FY27-29 Community Children’s Services & Community Mental Health Funds 
Combined Competitive Funding Cycle - Questions and Answers (updated 11/6/25)
﻿

Question: What is the amount of funding available for each grant requested?

Answer: No single program or project investment from local Community Mental Health Fund or Community Children’s Services Fund tax revenues shall exceed $750,000 in any fiscal year. If a proposed project is new to an organization, the total requested from MHB cannot exceed $100,000 in the first year. Funding for a collaborative project awarded to an intermediary organization is not subject to the maximum investment limit.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Question: What is the average grant amount that MHB awards and/or the typical range?

Answer: In FY26, the smallest grant awarded for a single project was slightly more than $40,000. The largest grant awarded for a single project was slightly more than $500,000. The majority of grants awarded were less than $180,000 for a single project. A small number of grants, fewer than ten, were awarded for projects that provide services that meet the statutory requirements of both the Community Mental Health Fund and Community Children’s Services Fund. The average award for these types of grants was slightly less than $400,000.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Question: Can we speak with a staff member about our proposal before submitting the LOI?  Are we locked into the details shared in our LOI or may we make revisions for the full application? 

Answer: The purpose of the LOI is to help MHB staff better prepare to discuss your project idea with you during a technical assistance meeting in December. The LOI is not a draft proposal. Funding decisions will be made based on what is submitted in your application in January.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Question: Since we have never applied for these funds before we have a couple of questions. In your Q & A, it says if the project is new to the organization the maximum request is $100,000. Even though we are new to applying for these funds we can ask for more than $100,000 as long as the project is not new to us? Is that correct? 

Answer: You are correct in your thinking. The $100,000 is for new ideas. You can ask for more if it is an established program.

Question: Do we have to ask for the same amount for each of the 3 years? For the LOI, we are asking for the amount we need for the first year of the grant? Correct?   

Answer: You will be awarded the same amount for each of the three years.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Question: Are we able to submit multiple LOIs from a single organization if the proposed projects are from different groups and unique from one another?

Answer: Universities and health systems are allowed to submit up to five Letters of Interest if they are from different divisions within the organization.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Question: Is this what we should complete to re-apply for funding if we are currently funded? Do we request the same amount we have been receiving, or would this be the time to request a different amount based on 3-year projections?

Answer: This is a new 3-year cycle with funding that begins on July 1, 2026. This includes CCSF and CMHF funding. If you want to request continued MHB funding for your currently funded project or propose a new one, this is the time. Your currently funded project’s contract expires June 30, 2026. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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Question: We are interested in applying to implement the same program in St. Louis City as we currently have in St. Louis County. My question is: For this grant cycle, would this program fall under Community Children's Services, Community Mental Health Funds, or could it fall under both programs? If it falls under both, how should we select that on the LOI application? 

Answer: For the LOI, we are only asking applicants to indicate the ages or age range of the participants your project will serve. During technical assistance, MHB staff will help you determine which fund is the right fit based on your proposed activities.  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Question: For the number of people served, are you looking for annually or across all three years of a potential contract? 

Answer: Number of people served annually.  




Question: If a proposed project is new to an organization, the total requested from MHB cannot exceed $100,000 in the first year." I just wanted to clarify: does this limit only pertain to project proposals that are new to us, i.e. "start-up" projects but not funding to continue a project we have already i.e. "existing projects" or does the $100,000 limit pertain to organization projects that have never been funded by MHB thus being new to MHB as an organization?

Answer: Start-up projects are subject to the $100,000 limit. Existing projects are not.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Question: Is a single organization able to submit LOI for more than one project/program? If so, does that need to be in separate LOI's?

Answer: No. A single organization can only submit one project.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

[bookmark: _Hlk213963272]Question: What exactly do you consider a "new" program/project?

Answer: A program is new if your organization has not done it before.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Question: To clarify, if you have not been funded by MHB previously, we would need to go through a technical assistance meeting?

Answer: Organizations that are not currently funded by MHB are required to complete technical assistance.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Question: Is there an anticipated date for those approved LOI's to be notified of next steps?

Answer: November 25

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Question: Upon the application deadline of Jan 30, 2026, when would you anticipate notice of funding to those approved?

Answer: May 2026


Question: What funding model does this grant fall under? (i.e. reimbursement, advanced payment, performance/milestone based, etc.)

Answer: Performance -based

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Question: When would the funding cycle begin in 2027?

Answer: Funding begins July 1, 2026

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Question: I am putting together executive summaries for projects that our non-profit will submit for potential funding through your grant program. I want to submit potentially one project for each category (Substance Use Treatment, Psychiatric Services, Clinical Mental Health Services, Advocacy and/or Awareness, and Youth Development). I wanted to know if I can submit a letter of intent for each project or do I need to combine all into one?

Answer: We have a one proposal per organization limit. You will not be able to submit a proposal for each category. You must select one project that you would like to submit.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Question: Is it appropriate to define a project that has completed its pilot phase and is seeking additional staff or resources to scale as a "Proposed Existing Project"?

Answer: Yes

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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