
 
Missouri Department of Mental Health Certification 

IMPORTANT: In addition to the general eligibility requirements, Missouri statutes and 
regulations prohibit MHB from using the Community Mental Health Fund to pay for clinical 
mental health and substance use treatment services that have not been designated by the 
Missouri Department of Mental Health (DMH). As a rule, DMH has designated all clinical services 
which it has certified. DMH certifications must be current and applicable to the specific clinical 
services for which the organization is applying. 

DMH also deems as certified any organization holding current accreditation by any of the following 
national accrediting bodies so long as the certification is applicable to the specific services for which the 
organization is applying:  

• Joint Commission on Accreditation of Healthcare Organizations (JCAHO) 

• American Osteopathic Association (AOA) 

• Commission on Accreditation of Rehabilitation Facilities (CARF) 

• Council on Accreditation (COA) 

IMPORTANT: If organizations do not hold any of the above DMH certifications or national 
accreditations and propose to provide clinical services, applicants must apply for provisional 
DMH certification prior to submitting an application to MHB (due January 30, 2026 at 5:00 p.m.). 
Provisional certification may be sought from the Division of Behavioral Health. Applicants must 
prominently note their intention to pursue available County Mil Tax funding. 

The division will notify the applicants in writing whether certification standards exist or not for the clinical 
services that are being proposed. A copy of this notification will need to be produced when requested 
by MHB. If MHB recommends an organization for funding, DMH will schedule the full-scale audit and 
site visit as part of the certification process. 

All applicants for provisional certification should review DMH’s Core Rules for Psychiatric & Substance 
Abuse Programs (9 CSR 10-7), Certification Standards for Substance Use Disorder Treatment 
Programs (9 CSR 30-3), and Mental Health Programs (9 CSR 30-4). 

• Core Rules for Psychiatric & Substance Abuse Programs can be reviewed here: 
https://s1.sos.mo.gov/cmsimages/adrules/csr/current/9csr/9c10-7.pdf 

• Certification Standards for Substance Use Disorder Treatment Programs can be reviewed here: 
https://s1.sos.mo.gov/cmsimages/adrules/csr/current/9csr/9c30-3.pdf  

• Certification Standards for Mental Health Programs can be reviewed here: 
https://s1.sos.mo.gov/cmsimages/adrules/csr/current/9csr/9c30-4.pdf  

Applicants considering provisional certification for clinical mental health and substance use treatment 
services should review the information found here:  

https://dmh.mo.gov/behavioral-health/certification and should email dbhcertification@dmh.mo.gov 
regarding application information. 
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